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grade."28 This advice also came too late materially to
influence the Belgrade Cabinet. Crackanthorpe replied at
12:30 P.M. next day that his colleagues were still without
instructions; in view of this, and of the proposed concilia-
tory terms of the Serbian reply, of which Dr. Grouitch had
already given him an advance summary, he had abstained
from offering Grey's advice to the Serbian Government,29
M. Berthelot, the Political Director at the Quai d'Orsay,
advised the Serbian Minister in Paris on July 24 that
Serbia should "try to gain time/' by offering satisfaction on
all the points not inconsistent with her dignity and sover-
eignty, and by asking for further information on others;
above all, Serbia should "attempt to escape from the direct
grip of Austria by declaring herself ready to submit to the
arbitration of Europe."30 Whether this advice arrived at
Belgrade in time to influence the Serbian, reply is uncer-
tain. The fact that Serbia's reply did substantially follow
the line Berthelot suggested makes it seem likely.
In any case, however, Pashitch and his colleagues, rather
than any of the Great Powers, must be given the main
credit for the cleverness with which they met a difficult
situation. They framed a reply which not only won the
approval and sympathy of all the Powers except Austria,
but which also commanded the admiration of the man who
framed the Austrian ultimatum itself, "as the most brilliant
example of diplomatic skill which I have ever known."31
They had instantly decided that "no Serbian Government
could accept the Austrian demands in their entirety."82
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